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Luxe dri Lanka villas for a perfect hideaway in the
hinterlands, Galle Fort and by the beach
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Luxe Sri Lanka vill as f
I n the hinterl anwdtshe Glaé

Published September 2", 2018
By Selina Altomonte

Pooja Kanda Villa is the colonial mansion fasy stay. Photography: courtesy of Elite Hawen

We review three amazing villas for an epic st
Ambassador6s House and Saffron & Bl ue.

Ah, Sri Lanka al most unani mously the favourite trav:i
and a half hours away, and so gloriously different from ourtdalay. Wild experiences, epic

feasts, heartbreakingly beautiful beaches and some serious history. Nowett@atv e f i nal | vy
here, we want to go back again and again. On this jaunt, we hit the South Coast of Sri Lanka to


https://thehoneycombers.com/singapore/travel-guide-to-galle-sri-lanka-how-to-ace-a-villa-holiday-in-the-southern-province/

experience three stunning villas with completely unique vibes. Bring your crew, bring the fambam:

these amazing properties Biite Havensare made for a crowidbut of course, you can keep these

hi deaways all to yourselfeé

Villa Pooja Kanda: Habaraduwa-Koggala

For a colonial mansion with sweeping views from a hilltop

That wraparound balcony delivers the views. Photography: Selina Altoneont

Our taste of the hinterlands, a rumbly couple of minutes inland from Habaraduwaafidggione drive

that would defy anyone el seb6s parking skills.

Thi


http://www.elitehavens.com/

Pooja Kanda Villa was made for spreading out. Photography: Selina Altoraont

It 6 s -lmedrdom vila (three up, two down), built around a-}@@rold property with a helluva

lot of character, from the collected seashells and books, to the daybeds aplenty. It feels like a place
built for lounging, dining, and more lounging. Therit porch is made for sitting back and sipping

tea and reading books all day, balconies for taking in that view.



Characterful decor and coers for relaxing. Photography: Selina Altomaat

The real joys here? The staff are seriously t
stuff you stupid. Hoppers for breakfast; mdtirry spreads for lunch; seafood barbecues for

dinner. Of course chef Sundanda will give you a lesson you if you need to learn the secret to his
homemade curry paste. We didnodét | eave Pooja K

comfort feasts alone



The master bedroom is in the original 18@ar-old property, which has been extended to create this
spectacular villa. Photography: courtesy of Elite Hagen

More indulgences: massages on thekiqaorch and manpedis can be arranged by the staff. Yes,

you should do it. Therebdbs an infinity pool t
| ounging beside a wal/l of greenery. Bringing
grounds argg r e a't for games, rollicking, and gazing
moment: we witnessed the resident pea hends e

special
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Take a dip: Pooja Kanda Villa feels gloriously secluded. Photography: Selina Alt@mont

Yes i1itbdés closB80t mi cat s &way) (2Pbut wedre savi
the epic Wi jaya beach. This is the one youodve
a rope over the water, take a dip in the rock pools or chill in the seaside restaurant sipping on
coconuts (but word t the wise: visit at low tide). You can glsaycling in the hinterland, scuba

diving and whale watching (November to April is the season for the latter)
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One of the worl dé’;iéshtsrtpdréve ;iwa;/I: Wijayla bea@.@hoitographyulina Altorreont

But really, i1itdéds tempting to stay in your spr

Villa Pooja Kanda Meepe Hospital Road, Habaraduwaggala, South Coast, Sri Lanka



http://www.elitehavens.com/pooja-kanda-villa/koggala-south-coast-sri-lanka.aspx

The Ambassador 6st House: Gall e For

When you want to stay in a jewel box the heart of Galle For

The nextlevel livingmom at Ambassadordéds House, right in the hear
Elite Havers
On to Galle Fort and The Ambassador6és House ¢

heritage property (webr e ttedftheSrigankarAmbassadont ur y
to Pakistan, Il raq and Bangladesh. Thereds mor
and itds not jJjustithhesetdogr ey oiutrs e@loforisg elpi st
have so much lounging, sumg and sundowner space, right in the heart of the old town.
(Consider it the wultimate indulgence to be i
tantruming at the other side.
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Every corner of this grand old villa is divine. Photography: Selina Altoment

This is another fivédbedroom stay (two up, three down), with a lounge area populated by the
most enor mous sof a Irdom éhat Gt acoowcandargeeal little plundel ni n ¢
pool for cooling off after exploring the fort. The dedomassive mirrors, tiny antique boxes

i s evocative and authentic. Thereds an upstai
in i all whitewashed walls and sky blue cushions, this space was made for sipping CGampari

sodas at sunset



We think wedve | ustrafsundowrkr. Rhbotegraghe Bdliirm @dltomamtp ot f o

What do we | ove about Galle Fort? The peopl e

ridiculously easy to navigate: we tried to get lost, and all roads seem to lead back to Lighthouse
Streeté and this vilils .attheent of thd streel, aftgr lalt, eveltas e f i
drink with a view at the Ol d Dutch Hospital,



